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Introduction 
 
The following calculation policy has been devised to meet requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for the teaching and learning of mathematics, and is 
also designed to give pupils a consistent and smooth progression of learning in calculations across the school.  
 
Please note that early learning in number and calculation in Reception follows the “Development Matters” EYFS document, and this calculation policy is 
designed to build on progressively from the content and methods established in the Early Years Foundation Stage.  
 
It is essential that when teaching calculation the three aims of the new National Curriculum 2014 are fulfilled – Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.  
 
 
Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract 
 
Each calculation requirement in mathematics is broken down into Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract phases.  
 
All children should be moving towards understanding and using all three forms of calculation and the policy does not directly attribute any specific skills to 
particular year group. 
 
Concrete: using concrete resources to demonstrate mathematical applications to solve calculations 
 
Pictorial: using images to represent mathematical applications to solve calculations 
 
Abstract: using recognised mathematical methods to solve calculations 
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Addition 
Key language which should be used: sum, total, parts and wholes, plus, add, altogether, more than, ‘is equal to’ ‘is the same as’ 
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Subtraction 
Key language which should be used: take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease, ‘7 take away 3, the difference is four’ 
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Multiplication 
Key language which should be used: double times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, ‘is equal to’ ‘is the same as’ 
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Division  
Key language which should be used: share, group, divide, divided by, half, ‘is equal to’ ‘is the same as’ 
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Long Division 
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